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to amidst the confusion and distortion
and vitriol on this debate on immigra-
tion, children such as Marie Gonzalez?
She was brought to this country from
Costa Rica by her parents at the age of
5. Her parents have been deported as
illegals. Because I have made a special
request, she has been allowed to con-
tinue to finish her college education at
Westminister College in Missouri. Her
goal is to be an American and to give
to the only country she has ever
known. Costa Rica is not her country;
America is her country.

What we are talking about is turning
these children out. And what sin, what
crime did they commit? They obeyed
their parents; they followed their par-
ents. And for some, that is going to be
a mark of Cain on their head forever in
America. Is that what we are all about?
Give these kids a chance. Meet them.
Take time to see these children. Many
of us have.

And what you will see in their eyes is
the same kind of hope for this country
we want to see in our own children’s
eyes, to be doctors and nurses and
teachers, engineers, to find cures for
diseases, start businesses, the things
that make America grow.

Give these kids a chance. Do not take
your anger out on illegal immigration
on children who have nothing to say
about this. They were brought to this
country, they have lived a good life,
they have proven themselves, they
have beaten the odds. We need them.

Do not turn around and tell me to-
morrow that you need H1-B visas to
bring in talented people to America be-
cause we do not have enough. Do not
tell me you need H2-B, H2-A, and all of
the rest of them if you are going to
turn away these children, if you are
going to say: America doesn’t need
you, go about your business, find some-
place in the world. Do not come back
to me and tell me that we need a bigger
labor pool and more talent in America.

How can we say no to hope? How can
we say no to these kids when all they
want is a piece of the American dream?
Please, vote to proceed to the DREAM
Act. I will work with Senator
HUTCHISON on a bipartisan amendment.
We will do our best. I think we can
come up with something. Give us a
chance. Give these kids a chance.

I yield the floor.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I need
to correct one statement I made pre-
viously. I said the President had issued
a veto threat. He does not normally do
that on a motion for cloture situation.
It was a statement of objection for the
bill without an explicit threat of veto.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, pursuant to rule XXII,
the Chair lays before the Senate the
pending cloture motion, which the
clerk will state.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-

cordance with the provisions of rule
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XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 431, S. 2205, DREAM Act.
Richard J. Durbin, Robert Menendez,
Daniel K. Inouye, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Joe Lieberman, Patty Murray, Jeff
Bingaman, Jack Reed, Patrick Leahy,
Charles Schumer, Daniel K. Akaka,
Frank R. Lautenberg, Benjamin L.
Cardin, John Kerry, S. Whitehouse,
Barbara Boxer, Harry Reid.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
questions is, Is it the sense of the Sen-
ate that debate on the motion to pro-
ceed to S. 2205, a bill to authorize the
cancellation of removal and adjust-
ment of status of certain alien students
who are long-term United States resi-
dents and who entered the United
States as children, and for other pur-
poses, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule. The clerk will call the
roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER),
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DobD), and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) are necessarily
absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) would vote
‘yea.”

Mr. LOTT. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MENENDEZ). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 394 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Akaka Hagel Mikulski
Bayh Harkin Murray
Bennett Hatch Nelson (FL)
Biden Hutchison Nelson (NE)
Bingaman Inouye Obama,
Brown Johnson Reed
Brownback Kerry Reid
Cantwell Klobuchar
Cardin Kohl g;fakzzfre Her
Carper Lautenberg Sanders
Casey Leahy Schumer
Clinton Levin
Coleman Lieberman Snowe
Collins Lincoln Stabenow
Craig Lott Webb
Durbin Lugar Whitehouse
Feingold Martinez Wyden
Feinstein Menendez
NAYS—44

Alexander DeMint Murkowski
Allard Dole Pryor
Barrasso Domenici Roberts
Baucus Dorgan Sessions
Bond Ensign Shelby
Bunning Enzi Smith
Burr Graham Specter
Byrd Grassley
Chambliss Gregg gtevens
Coburn Inhofe ununa
Cochran Isakson Tester

Thune
Conrad Kyl "
Corker Landrieu V“jter .
Cornyn McCaskill Voinovich
Crapo McConnell Warner
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NOT VOTING—4

Boxer Kennedy
Dodd McCain

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 44.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now tell
all Members, I have had a conversation
with the distinguished Republican
leader, and we are going to make a de-
cision in the next hour or so as to what
we are going to go to next. We were
planning, of course, to go to this legis-
lation. Cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed was not invoked. We have a num-
ber of things we are talking about, and
we will make that decision this after-
noon.

Mr. President, I now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak therein for a pe-
riod not to exceed 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, ei-
ther my colleague Senator BOXER or I
have updated the Senate each day on
the California wildfire situation. Sen-
ator BOXER is in California now, and I
believe the President is as well. I wish
to give a brief update to the Senate.

So far, this is the largest evacuation
of people in California history. It is the
largest evacuation in the United States
since Katrina. San Diego remains the
worst of the burning regions.

As of this morning, the President has
approved individual assistance pro-
grams that will allow FEMA, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency,
to make payments for rental assist-
ance, home repair, and pay for some
home replacement costs.

As soon as the fires die down and the
wind in places is easing, FEMA will set
up centers. I urge Californians, who
have been evacuated from their homes,
who have had their homes partially
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